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Amendment dati d July 24, 2006 
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REMARKS 

Claim 1-9 are pending in this application. No claims are amended* 

A }plicant$ wish to thank Examiner Clement for recognizing allowable subject matter in 
claims 2, 3 aipl 6-8. 

Inlthe Office Action, claims 1, 4, 5 and 9 were rejected under 35 USC § 102(b) over U.S. 
Patent No. 3,: $66,5 1 3 to Hornfcck et al. The rejection is respectfully traversed. 
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aim 1 includes a breech mechanism shaft that activates the closing wedge. The breech 

is connected to a control lever. The control lever is pivoted during the counter- 
of the barrel and the breech mechanism shaft is turned to move the closing wedge to 



siaft 



C 

mechanism 
recoil motion 
an opened po sition 

In contrast, Hornfeck does not disclose a wntrol lever that is pivoted during counter- 
recoil or a breech mechanism shaft that is turned to move a closing wedge. 

In light of the above, it is respectfully submitted that Hornfeck does not disclose each 
and every feajture of claims 1,4,5 and 9 and, therefore, rejection under 35 USC § 1 02(b) is 
inappropriate} As a result, it is respectfully requested that the rejection be withdrawn. 
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view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that the application is in condition 
Reconsideration and prompt allowance are respectfully requested. 



771034 



Respectfully submitted, 



By 

Stuart I. Smith 

Registration No.: 42,159 
VENABLE LLP 
P.O. Box 34385 
Washington, DC 20043-9998 
(202)344^000 
(202) 344-8300 (Fax) 
Attorney/Agent For Applicant 
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